THE BUCKLEY MBETUfO II0U3E 




ffhan John Buckley married Patsy Casebolt about 1800. 

. built a house on the west side of the Greenbrier River. 

It. was located juot north of* tho mouth of* Swago Creek a u tf 
about two hundred feet back from the river's edge. At 
that tine a few people had settled in the community, and 
they were invited to come to this house for worship. 

As tho communl ty grpw tho houso booanio too email to 
accomodate the crowds, and it was decided to build a 
church. 

This building was located just south of the present 
Lower Church (Bethel;. It was a Toe hull ding and wao 
lar^a enough to accommodate a small congregation. This 
probably was built about 182*. This church was located on 
land donated by the Buckley family. The lot was about one- 
hal: acre in size. The lot was used as a cemetery for a 
long time and is still used for that purpose. 

f rhp * a3 kn0wn as ,,Th9 Buckley Meeting House”. 

F?! congregation was a msmber of the Methodist conference 
I services,°* he minlsters came frora Hillsboro to hold ’ 

^istL« h ^d^rScLd I at 8 ?h^ f eh° hn i; be g ame a Methodist 
governrent of the Mothodis? ^ hU r h# ^ He dld nofc 31ke thG 
ticn movement whieh ? £ hurch and ^ o3ned thG separa- 
Church. “ ’ lch was to become the Methodist Protestant 

church D »as too^^n C f!I 6 f! gatlo !J 5 ecamG awa i*e that the log 
Sj»t enensiw ^airs wo.nH^^ ^ «»JWtion and 
: r *y Welded to blind a °Sj d i^ h t0 E® made before long. 

. } U E enureh. u 0 ~t =hlurc *> «« grounds of the 

2 -^l con Without .Lie ?, n thls church wa * ^no by 

J;n*.rlb-jtQd a-, 3 t of the‘mr? he ^Neill and Buckley families 

«nd hla brotliars ware good ax men. They 

«l(fa th. b?o.d I, ?,5r^ ®" d Joh “ Buckley, who was 
***ocp». *» finished the smoothing of tho frame 

1 ThSi! 1 cuc on the Buckley 


' •' - ■ ^ ” 3 th f i 

•• •"* “ t,Xi’ t ?r 0 r^ 3 o . t,ra “ ch * 


church 



These timbers were long enough to extend from one side 
- rnl church to the other. This la abuut twenty-rour reet. 
0f v5 these timbers when it dried split at one end. It 
then w* 5 necessary to bore a hole through it and Insert a 
wooi«n pin. 

The boards were cut on a "up and down" mill* This saw 
■as like a crosscut saw and was worked up and down by water 
power. The finishings inside were done by hand planes. 

This church Is now known as Bethel and is being used 
by tne Presbyterian congregation with the permission or the 
Buckley family. The lot when not used as a church ground 
reverts to the Buckley estate* 


